Staff-Student Committee Minutes.

Summary of the proceedings of the 142nd meeting held at 2.00 pm on the 24th November 2010
Professor Thomas took the Chair.
1.Attendees/absences/apologies:
Student Representatives



        Staff Representatives
Part A
Dipesh Vibhakar (Chem) 
Rycole Coghiel-Hoyte (Cfor) Absent
Part B
Heather Timmins (Chem) Apologies
Lisa Cox (CFOR) Apologies
Richard Wilson (Chem) Apologies
Part C
Matthew Isaacs (MPC)   

James Ridley (MPC)

Yassin Mamade (Chem)
Part D
Hayley Gillings  
MSc
Ruan Hattingh (Res. in Analytical Chem) 
Genevieve Chude (Med Chem & Pharm Sci) 
PG(R)
Stephen Pendleton (Physical/Analytical)
Professor C L P Thomas (Chair/Head of Department)

Prof. R.J. Mortimer (Deputy Chair, Director of Teaching)

Dr. M.R.J. Elsegood (Academic and Minutes Secretary) 
D. Razzaq (Minutes)
Dr. S.E. Dann (Programme Director – Chem and SEFS) Apologies
Dr. H.J. Reid (Programme Director – CwAC and CWFA & MSc) 
Dr. D.R. Worrall (Programme Director – CSS)
Prof. R.C.F. Jones (Programme Director – MPC)
Dr. P.D. Lucas (Programme Director – MSc) 
Dr. N Jennings (Undergraduate Part A Coordinator) 
Dr. G.J. Pritchard (Undergraduate Part B Coordinator) 
Dr. N.D.M. Evans (Undergraduate Part C Coordinator) Apologies
Dr. M.B. Smith (Undergraduate Part D Coordinator) 
Dr R.T. Barton (Director of Laboratories)
Anish Patel (Synthetic)
2.

Minutes of previous meeting. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved subject to the following changes:-
4) Chairman’s Communication – Schools 

25 departments should read as 22 

Due to Government cuts to funding there “could be” up to a 30% cut in funding for chemistry teaching.
At present the University has a recruitment freeze “on staff”
6) Matters for report/discussion raised by students;

x) Should read as “hand book”
3.

Matters arising from the previous meeting. 
The actions from the previous meeting were read and the meeting approved them. With the following comments:
6 (iii) F001 sinks have now been replaced and flooring to be dealt with w/c 13th December 2010.
6 (viii) Dr Evans informed reps that he had uploaded video transcripts onto Learn. These are to support revision or to cover staff/student illness. This experiment may be looked at in the future to help students prepare for labs and possibly to assist students to draw structures.
6 (xi) Professor Jones informed the representatives that he is in the process of writing a document to outline the role of the 4th floor technical support staff.
4.
Chairman’s Communications.
There still is ‘uncertainty’ with regards to the political affairs. The University know changes are ahead but still are still awaiting the final outcomes. The University should know what the likely Government settlement in funding should be by April 2011. At present discussions are taking place within the University and various scenarios are being explored such as - ‘variable fees or flat rate’. Students concerned on how this will affect them financially were advised to telephone Professor Thomas.

The relocation of the Department is only in the planning stages and no decisions have been made. Students concerned about the position of the department should contact Professor Thomas or 
Dr. Kelly by telephone. This is the only way you will get the correct information and not rumours.
5
Consultation about the future of F301, 3rd Floor PC Lab – Dr Elsegood
“Would students prefer the lab to be upgraded with more tables for use of laptops or replace the 10 computers that are coming to the end of their lifespan? Any other ideas?”

Reps were asked to consult with their cohort and to send emails to Dr Elsegood with their opinions.

2 reps present expressed their opinions to replace all of the 10 computers.
Action – Reps to email feedback to Dr Elsegood
At present Dr Kelly is consulting with the Postgraduate students on what they would like for the 5th floor common room. ‘Coffee making facilities, a place to prepare light meals, football table etc?
Action – Postgraduate students to email feedback to Dr. Kelly. 
6
Chemical Society
Hayley thanked Professor Thomas for allowing the staff meeting to be rescheduled in order that it did not clash with the dodge ball event being held at the Netball Centre on 15th December at 1pm.

Any student wishing to participate but doesn’t have a team should contact a member of the Chem. Soc.
To date 50 ball tickets have been sold.
The social event held on the evening of 12th November in the Student Union was a success. The turnout was excellent including Foundation Students.
Professor Thomas informed the reps that the Department has set up an electronic diary. Please ensure Claire Lowe receives EARLY notification of future events. This should avoid future clashes.
Football tournament date to be confirmed.
Action – Chem Soc contact Claire Lowe

It was requested if efforts could be made to avoid clashes with research seminars held on Wednesday afternoons.
Action – Dr Reid to put the seminars on the electronic diary.
Chemical Society’s Constitution has now been approved by the Student Union.
7 Matters for report/discussion raised by students.
i) Anish requested if the study area could have a small whiteboard. Professor Thomas will consult with the Operations Committee.
Action – Professor Thomas
ii) Stephen reported the students he represents were happy.
iii) Ruan – reported that lab reports from 3 weeks ago had not been marked and returned to students (CMP051).
Action – Dr Reid
iv) Genevieve – reiterated Ruan’s comment
v) Hayley – Inorganic 4th Floor Lab has inadequate space due the number of students. Lack of hot plate stirrers/equipment. Concerns were raised on possible Health and Safety issues.

Action – Dr Elsegood to audit numbers and capacity and to report back
vi) Yassin – reported a leak in the roof on the 4th Floor. Dr Barton confirmed the leak has now been fixed.
A student’s coursework (CMC002) has been lost. Student has evidence of hand-in. Yassin was told to advise the student to speak with module organiser.
Action – Yassin Mamade

Yassin reported that students had commented that Part C students are happy with content and interactivity.
vii) James reported the students he represents were happy.
viii) Matthew – the dissertation discussions had been welcomed and most informative ‘thank you’.
ix) Dipesh reported the students he represents were happy.

2.50pm Professor Thomas made his apologies and left the meeting due to teaching commitments.

8
Student Feedback- Professor Mortimer

Visits were made by the External Examiners in July 2010 for the Undergraduates and September 2010 for MSc graduates. The feedback reports from the visit were presented by Professor Mortimer. He explained there were 4 Undergraduate reports and 2 Postgraduate reports. Due to time restrictions 2 UG and 1 Postgraduate reports were presented in detail. Professor Mortimer explained the procedures involved. The reps were informed that the Department used the feedback to increase the strengths and act upon any Quality Assurance issues. Professor Mortimer reported that all reports were extremely positive and that Chemistry had a good quality of degree programmes.

The members were given an opportunity for questions – no questions were asked. Reps were also given the opportunity to see Professor Mortimer by arrangement to view the comments in more detail.
9
A.O.B
Dr Dann reported that during her last 2 labs mobile telephones had been used. She warned the reps of the Health and Safety issues using phones during labs.
Dr Evans expressed his concerns about phones in the Radiochem labs and feels there should be a complete ban.
Regulations are that all phones should be turned off – this applies to demonstrators, lecturers and students.
Action – All

Meeting closed at 3.15pm
Date of Next meeting 2nd March 2011 at 1.30pm 
Venue G Block, room number to be confirmed
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