Staff-Student Committee Minutes.

Summary of the proceedings of the 141st meeting held at 2.00 pm on the 27th October 2010
Professor Thomas took the Chair.
1.Attendees/absences/apologies:
Student Representatives



        Staff Representatives
Part A
Dipesh Vibhakar (Chem)
Rycole Coghiel-Hoyte (Cfor)
Part B
Heather Timmins (Chem)
Lisa Cox (CFOR)
Part C
Matthew Isaacs (MPC)
James Ridley (MPC)

Yassin Mamade (Chem)
Part D
Hayley Gillings

MSc
Ruan Hattingh (Res. in Analytical Chem) Apologies
Genevieve Chude (Med Chem & Pharm Sci) Apologies
PG(R)
Stephen Pendleton (Physical/Analytical)
Professor C L P Thomas (Chair/Head of Department)

Prof. R.J. Mortimer (Deputy Chair, Director of Teaching)

Dr. M.R.J. Elsegood (Academic and Minutes Secretary) 
D. Razzaq (Minutes)
Dr. S.E. Dann (Programme Director – Chem and SEFS) Apologies
Dr. H.J. Reid (Programme Director – CwAC and CWFA & MSc) 
Dr. D.R. Worrall (Programme Director - CSS)
Prof. R.C.F. Jones (Programme Director – MPC)
Dr. P.D. Lucas (Programme Director - MSc) 
Dr. N Jennings (Undergraduate Part A Coordinator) 
Dr. G.J. Pritchard (Undergraduate Part B Coordinator) 
Dr. N.D.M. Evans (Undergraduate Part C Coordinator) Apologies
Dr. M.B. Smith (Undergraduate Part D Coordinator) 
Dr R.T. Barton (Director of Laboratories)
Anish Patel (Synthetic)
2.

Minutes of previous meeting. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and are posted on the intranet.
3.

Matters arising from the previous meeting. 
The actions from the previous meeting were read and the meeting approved them.
4.
Chairman’s Communications.
The Chair thanked the committee members for attending and volunteering to be a Student Representative.  He stressed the importance of their role and how the Reps are valuable to the department in receiving informed feedback of the teaching.
The Reps were reminded that personal issues should not be raised and should be discussed directly with the Chair.

The NSS results were top in the country.  This is pleasing as it reflects that the Department is a ‘Happy Ship’ and that all parts of the operation are content and students and staff are working well together.
Infrastructure – The Chair informed the meeting that over the summer the university had spent a lot on its infrastructure including a new heating system. Located around the campus are excellent PC suites and meeting rooms.  The Chair apologised for the current lack of heating and the cancellation of a lab and asked the students to be patient.
Schools – the University have made a decision to implement new ways of managing itself and there are to be 10 Schools setup.  At present there are 3 Faculties and 22 Departments. Chemistry will become part of the ‘School of Science’ together with Maths, Physics, Computer Science and Information Science.  The Department of Chemistry will remain.  However, the position of the Head of Department will diminish next summer and will be managed by a high level structure.  Teaching and support services will not be affected.  The Department of Chemistry are to be involved in the planning for the future especially what is to be taught.  Due to Government cuts to funding there is likely to be up to a 30% cut in funding for chemistry teaching, applied at University level.  The Reps were reminded that they should raise their concerns through this Committee.  At present the University has a recruitment freeze on staff.
Promises were made to students that regarding any decision making within the Department, students will be consulted and their views will be represented.
5
Chemical Society & Representation at SU DCC
The Chemical Society requires a student to sit on the DCC (Department of Chairs Committee).  James Ridley agreed to represent the department on the DCC.
The Ball venue will be Blotts Country Club near Nottingham. 
Action Hayleigh to provide dates to Dr Elsegood.

Hayleigh informed the meeting that it was the general opinion of the Chemical Society that it should not be too academic based.  As in previous years, they intend to hold Guest Lectures but more emphasis on sport etc.




Action Professor Thomas to meet with Chem Soc
6
Matters for report/discussion raised by students.

i) Stephen reported that the students he represents were happy. No complaints re: heating.
ii) Anish reported that the sinks and flooring in F001 were of a poor condition.  Dr Barton informed the meeting that F009 re-flooring was in hand to prevent trip hazards.  The Chair reported that the 1st & 2nd floor labs were of a high standard and that the Department will do what it can within its’ budget and within reason. However, because of future plans to re-house the Chemistry Dept in another building within the campus for 2014, huge amounts of money will not be available.
iii) Hayleigh had expressed concerns with the lack of equipment on the 4th Floor Labs e.g. stirrer-hot plates. Professor Jones suggested that some of the problems had arisen because of inappropriate use of equipment and also this not being returned promptly after use. The Chair suggested students should be more prepared to ask for kit.
Action – Marion to check numbers and backlog of repairs
Action – Dr Barton to send email to PhD students to return equipment
Hayley reported that she was unable to login at the James France PC Suite.  She was advised to try again and if unsuccessful to report back to the Chair. It also took a very long time to be able to log into the PCs in the 3rd floor PC lab.
Action – Dr. Barton to ask Stuart Pinkney to investigate boot-up times.
iv) Yassin reported that the students her represent were happy.
v) James – The location of lectures and timetabling was causing lectures to start late due to the distance from buildings.  The Chair informed the committee that the Department has no control over room allocations.
It was reported that there is a lack of large Biochem lab coats.
Action – Dr Lucas to order more large coats.

vi) Matthew reported that J001 still has the air-conditioning on thus making the room extremely cold.  The unit was also making a high pitch whistling sound.
Action – Matthew to email Professor Thomas 

vii) Richard – 4th floor labs overcrowded especially fume cupboards.  The meeting was informed by the Chair that the teaching and the lab programme is being looked at.
viii) Lisa reported that the 1st group were required to hand-in their analytical lab work the following day and the hand-in deadline was extended for the next group.  Concerns were expressed that the 1st group were at a disadvantage. Lisa was assured that when marking this will be taken into account.
Action – Professor Thomas to discuss with CMB015 Module Leader.
Lisa – not all modules are on LEARN.  It was reported that there are minimum requirements which our modules fulfil.
Action – Department will discuss and feedback.
ix) Heather reported that the students she represents were happy.
x) Rycole reported that there are insufficient maths text books in the library.  It was suggested to use the second hand book shop.
Rycole requested for posters to be displayed around the department for the ECO Project.

It was agreed

Action – Rycole to provide a list of books to maths module coordinator & Dr. Elsegood.
xi) Dipesh enquired what the role of the Postgraduate helpers are.  He was informed that they are not there to hold the students hand but to keep the student safe and offer advice.  The thinking and learning should be done by the individual in the planning and preparation of the task.
Action – Dr Elsegood to reiterate the role to the Part A Students
8 
Student Feedback

To be presented next meeting

Dr Elsegood reminded the Reps that the minutes of the meeting are available on the Intranet and displayed on the notice board located on the ground floor of the Chemistry Building.
Meeting closed at 3.15pm.

Date of Next meeting 24th November 2010 at 2pm 
Venue to be confirmed
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